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Round-trip air from San Antonio, TX & Raleigh, NC
$4,990

Cost Per Person

Greece & turkey
JUNE 15 - 28, 2023

Join Fr. William Rodríguez for a 14-Day Pilgrimage to

with 3-Day cruise of the greek islands

SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR:   FR.  WILLIAM RODRIGUEZ
TOUR COORDINATOR:  AZUCENA LESTER

STS. MARY AND EDWARD CATHOLIC CHURCH

mailto:azucenachiu%40hotmail.com?subject=


Your Trip

Includes
• Round-trip airfare
• Transfers as per itinerary
• First-Class Hotels 
• Price based on double occupancy
• Breakfast & Dinner Daily
• Airport taxes/fuel surcharges/fees
• Sightseeing and admissions fees as per  

itinerary
• Professional Local Guides
• Daily Mass  
• Medical protection plan (medical 

insurance)

Your trip

Doesn’t include
• Optional Travel Protection Plan/Trip 

cancellation insurance (highly  
recommended)

• Items of a personal nature
• Lunch or any meals not specified in 

this itinerary
• Passport & visa costs, if any
• Items not specifically mentioned above.

Registration 

information
• Mail non-refundable non-transferable 

deposit of $300 per person along with 
your registration form and copy of your 
passport to Nativity Pilgrimage 15710 
JFK Blvd. Suite 225 Houston, TX 77032

• You may also register online
• Final payment is due Tuesda, March 7, 

2023 (100 Days before departure) 
• Late registrations received after the 

deadline require full payment (subject to 
availability).

Daily Itinerary

15710 JFK Blvd. Suite 225, Houston, TX 77032  |  (832) 406-7050

Day 1:  FLIGHT TO ISTANBUL
Today: Your pilgrimage begins today by boarding your flight to Istanbul. Rest 
assured, all necessary preparations for your journey have been made. So sit 
back, relax, and enjoy your flight. Your spiritual journey awaits in Istanbul! 

Day 2:  ISTANBUL
Today: After arriving in Istanbul, clearing customs, and collecting our luggage, 
we will meet our tour guide and driver who will take us to our hotel for dinner 
and overnight accommodations. Get a good nights rest. Our spiritual journey 
begins tomorrow!  

Day 3:  ISTANBUL
Today: After breakfast at our hotel, we begin our tour of Istanbul. Today we 
will see great sites such as: 
•  The Hagia Sophia — The former Greek Orthodox Christian patriarchal 

cathedral built in 360 AD that changed the history of architecture.
•  The Byzantine Hippodrome
•  The Blue Mosque
•  The Chora Church/Museum
•  The Underground Cisterns

After our full-day tour of Istanbul, we return to our hotel for dinner and over-
night accommodations.

Day 4:  ISTANBUL – SPICE BAZAAR – BOSPHORUS 
STRAIGHT – GRAND BAZAAR
Today: After breakfast at our hotel, we will visit the Spice Bazaar, established 
by the Ottomans five centuries ago. It is one of the city’s largest and most 
popular covered shopping complexes after the Grand Bazaar.  Next, we will 
continue our journey with a boat ride on the Bosphorus, a channel that sepa-
rates Europe and Asia. During this tour you can see the sultan’s palaces along 
with some memorable landscapes. Get your cameras ready! This afternoon, 
we will visit the famous Grand Bazaar, which many believe to be the world’s 
first ever shopping mall. You will have free time to explore its 4,000 shops that 
cover over 60 city streets and alleys. Afterward, we will return to our hotel for 
the evening where dinner and overnight accommodations are available.  If you 
wish, you can spend more time at the Grand Bazaar,  and return to the hotel on 
your own.  

Day 5:  ISTANBUL / CAPPADOCIA
Today: After breakfast at the hotel, we will travel to the airport and board our 
flight to Cappadocia. After arriving,  our tour guide will escort us to our hotel 
for dinner and overnight accommodations for the evening.  

Day 6:  CAPPADOCIA
Today: After breakfast, we begin our full day in the fantastic Cappadocia re-
gion, with its moon landscapes, churches, and troglodyte villages. We will start 
by visiting Gumusler, an amazing seventh century underground monastery 
with the best Byzantine frescoes in Turkey. Next, we explore Kaymakli and 
the underground city that could house 30,000 people, and Uchisar, a village 
situated on the edge of Göreme National Park, and whose name means ‘Outer 
Citadel’ in Turkish. This refers to the huge rock cone that is its central feature. 

Knossos

Patmos

The Temple of Zeus

St. Paul the Apostle



Hot Air Balloon Rides in CappadociaSantorini

Cisterna Basílica The Acropolis, Athens
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After lunch we will visit the Goreme Valley with its open-air museum and 
rock-hewn churches (admission included) before returning to our hotel for 
dinner and overnight accommodations at the hotel.

Day 7:  CAPPADOCIA – KONYA
Today:  After breakfast, we depart for Konya. On our way, we will visit the 
Caravan Serallo (caravansary in Turkish) of Sultanhani. We then continue 
to Ekinozu, where the remains of the Derbe church are found, the first of 
Christianity. After a lunch break, we continue to Lystra before reaching Konya, 
the first city to emerge from the Deluge, according to the Phrygian legend. 
We will also visit the Alaeddin Mosque and Mavlana Museum, located in the 
former monastery of the Dervishes Order.  Finally, we will return to our hotel 
for dinner and overnight accommodations. 

Day 8:  KONYA – PAMUKKALE
Today:  After breakfast, we depart early this morning for Pamukkale, whose 
name means “cotton castle.” This name describes it well, given the calcium 
oxide rich thermal waters that have formed a curious white cascade of petri-
fied stalactites over the rocks. After lunch, we will visit the Necropolis and the 
ancient Roman theater of Hieropolis, followed by the church of San Felipe. 
Finally, we will return to our hotel for dinner and overnight accommodations. 

Day 9:  PAMUKKALE – APHRODISIAS – EPHESUS – 
KUSADASI
Today: After breakfast, we travel to Aphrodisias, one of the best-preserved 
Roman cities in the world. Afterward, we continue to Ephesus, where we will 
visit the church of San Juan and the house of the Virgin Mary. After lunch, 
our journey continues to Kusadasi, our final destination for the evening where 
dinner and overnight accommodations will be available.

Day 10:  KUSADASI / PATMOS
Today: After breakfast, we will embark on a cruise that will take us to the Isle 
of Patmos. Once we arrive,  we will visit the monastery of Saint John where 
the original manuscripts of the Gospels are kept. Next, we will visit the Grotto 

of the Apocalypse, where Saint John wrote the Book of Revelations, and where 
the voice of God, who emphasized the importance of honoring the Holy Trinity, 
caused a crack in the cave wall. Dinner and overnight accommodations will be 
on board the ship.

Day 11:  CRETE / SANTORINI
Today: We begin our day by visiting the island of Crete, the largest Greek Island, 
cradle of the great Minoan Civilization,  and the mythological home of Zeus. 
After a short drive traveling through the town of Heraklion, we will reach the 
excavations of Knossos, where traces of civilization have existed since 4000 BC. 
Afterward, we will return to Heraklion, where you will have free time to explore 
on your own. At the indicated time we will return to the ship to continue our 
journey to the island of Santorini. Arguably the most beautiful of the islands, we 
will ascend by chairlift to explore this beautiful paradise, as the island rises from 
the surface of the sea. Dinner and overnight accommodations will be on board 
the ship.

Day 12:  ATHENS / CORINTH
Today: We begin our day at  the port of Athens, where we  will disembark, board 
our bus, and begin today’s tour with the city of Corinth, where St. Paul estab-
lished the first Church.  We will visit the Bema (the seat of judgment) where Paul 
faced judgment from Gallio and where he preached to the Corinthians. Next, we 
will go to the temple of Apollo and the old museum, before returning to the cen-
ter of Athens where we will visit the Parthenon, the Acropolis and the Olympic 
stadium. Dinner and overnight accommodations will be available at our hotel. 

Day 13:  DELPHI
Today: After breakfast, we begin our excursion to Delphi, taking us through 
the ancient sights of the Sanctuary of Apollo and the Oracle of Delphi. We will 
explore the history deeply while visiting other ruins and museums. Dinner and 
overnight accommodations will be available at our hotel. 

Day 14:  RETURN FLIGHT HOME
Today: After breakfast, we will travel to the airport and board our return flights 
home.
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TERMS & CONDITIONS
Tour Price Includes
•	 Economy	class	and	round-trip	airfares	are	included	in	your	price	and	are	based	on	

the	time	of	the	reservation.	Rates	and	times	are	subject	to	change	without	notice.	
Airfares,	once	issued,	ARE NON-REFUNDABLE, NON –TRANSFERABLE, 
AND CANNOT BE USED TOWARDS FUTURE TRAVEL.

•	 All	land	transportation	as	described	in	the	itinerary	will	be	by	Deluxe	Motor	
Coach.	Some	may	be	equipped	with	Wi-Fi	service.

•	 Hotels	are	first-class	with	double	occupancy	(2	people	per	room	with	a	private	
bath).	Neither	Nativity	Pilgrimage	nor	the	trip	coordinator	are	responsible	for	
providing	a	roommate.

•	 Single	Room:		There	is	an	additional	cost	per	person	as	specified	on	the	registra-
tion	form.	Single	rooms	are	limited	and	will	be	awarded	on	a	first-come,	first-
served	basis.	

•	 Meal	Plan:		Two	meals	per	day	(breakfast	&	dinner)
•	 Baggage:		Nativity	Pilgrimage	limits	all	passengers	to	one	piece	of	checked	luggage	

and	one	carry-on.	All	passengers	should	check	with	the	airlines	carriers	for	up	to	
date	baggage	weight	and	dimensions.

•	 Airport	taxes,	fuel	surcharges,	porterage,	and	security	fees
•	 Medical	Protection	Plan:	Covers	you	for	the	duration	of	your	trip.

Tour Price Does Not Include
•	 Passport	Expenses:		Passports	or	any	additional	documents	that	may	be	required	

Passports	must	be	valid	after	6	months	of	return	date.
•	 Personal	Items:		Laundry,	beverages	(wines,	liquors,	mineral	water,	tea,	coffee,	etc.)	

and	food	that	are	not	on	the	menus	of	your	included	meal	package,	hotel	ameni-
ties,	additional	luggage,	etc.

•	 Non-itinerary	fees:		Any	sightseeing	or	other	services	not	specifically		mentioned	as	
being	included	in	the	itinerary.

•	 Cancellation	Protection	Plan:		We	highly	recommend	purchasing	travel	insurance	
upon	registration.

•	 Lunch	or	any	meals	not	specifically	included	in	your	itinerary
•	 Tips	for	your	guide	&	driver:	You	are	responsible	for	tips	&	gratuities.	Ask	your	

tour	coordinator	for	the	recommended	amounts.

Booking Conditions
A non-refundable, non-transferable deposit of $300.00 per person is required 
at the time of booking. No reservation will be processed without a deposit. 
Full payment is due Monday, May 29, 2023 (100 Days before departure). Late 
registrations received after the deadline require an additional $100 (subject to 
availability). If payment is not made in full 50 days prior to departure, your 
payments are non-refundable.
You may use any major credit card to pay your deposit. There is an additional 
3% charge for each credit card payment. For any remaining payments, we also 
accept checks, money orders, zelle, ACH, and wire transfers.

Cancellation & Refund Policy
We hope that nothing will prevent you from taking your trip with Nativity 
Pilgrimage, however, should you need to cancel, your cancellation must be 
in writing via email or letter. It will be effective on the date of receipt. The 
following cancellation fees will apply:

Days Prior To Departure  Charge
100 + Days    Lose Deposit
99-50 Days                                         50% of trip cost
49 Days                                            100% of trip cost
Insurance premiums are non-refundable. We highly recommend purchasing 
travel insurance to avoid these cancellation fees.

Protect Your Trip
Nativity Pilgrimage is not an insurance provider. We do partner with 
Trawick International to offer a comprehensive policy at an additional 
cost. Whether through Trawick or your own insurance provider, we 
highly recommend purchasing travel insurance in case of unforeseen 
circumstances. 
Follow the link or scan the QR code to view our Travel Protection Plan 

details. https://nativity.trawickinternational.
com

Responsibility
Nativity Pilgrimage, Inc. and their agents assume no liability or 
responsibility in regards to travel in any form for any injuries or loss of 
property, accidents, delays, changes in schedule or itinerary, incidental 
damages or any irregular circumstances. This would include, but not 
limited to, default or omission by any third party providing services or 
facilities related to and/or included in the tour or any part thereof.
The IATA carriers, steamship firms and other transportation companies, 
whose services are featured in these tours, are not to be held responsible 
or accountable for any act, omission or event during the time the 
passengers are not on board their respective conveyance. The passage 
contract in use by these companies, when issued, shall constitute the sole 
contract between the companies and the purchaser of these tours and/
or passengers and Nativity Pilgrimage, Inc. does not assume any liability 
or responsibility in connection therewith. They are not responsible for 
any losses or additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other 
services, sickness, weather, strike, war, guarantees, or other causes. All 
such losses or expenses shall be borne by the passenger as tour rates 
provide for arrangements only for the time stated. The right is reserved 
to substitute hotels of similar quality to those specified in the itinerary.
The right is reserved by Nativity Pilgrimage to cancel any tour prior to 
departure. Refund detail settlement conditions vary upon each trip.
No refund will be made for any used portion of the tour unless 
arrangements are made prior to departure from the United States.
PRICES AND ITINERARIES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT 
NOTICE IF BOOKING CONDITIONS ARE NOT COMPLIED.

https://nativity.trawickinternational.com
https://nativity.trawickinternational.com

